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LTI  HOUSE YYURNAL:

~ Mr. Foster introduced the followi;’n%re.s,olu'tion: ,
. Resolved, That the Committee on Education be instructed to

- inguire intd the propriety of establishing a system of free schools
among the freed people of our State, and raising a fund under
the. Copstitution to support the same, and report as soon as
practicable, by bill or otherwise,
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Mr. Worsham mads the following report:

: . Housk or REPRESENTATIVES,
Lo Austin, October 31, 1866. . g
Hon. N. M. Burford, See’aker of Houge of Representatives:
~Your Committee on Education, to whom wag réferred a reso-
lution requiring of. them the: investigation of the propriety of
-establishing a system of fl}@ schools damong the free people.of
our State, and raising & fund’ under the Constitution to support
the same, and report as soon as practicable, by bill or otherwise,
bave, with great cire and extreme diffidence, considered the
subject, and request me to report ag follows: ' Lo
!-Your committee cannot refrain from expressing the. regret that
this. question bag been again forced upon them, after having once
‘thoroughly and' miaturely considered the whole subject; of educa-
‘tlon, and presented: by bill the only practicable means, “ ynder
the Constitution,” for raisin 8 fund for the support of a gystem
of -conimon scliools for, the education of: the Jree people or free
children of our. State »Which.was lost; by the a¢tion.of . this House;
.and that the author -of the .resolution':had..not. with bis extra
zed] for thy lately: manumitted race, stumbied upon some-plan
thit.fn‘ﬁght.zdﬂ'er,.ia ray.of. hﬂ)e for his imagination to revel in,
and taken the.sense.of -the House upan it.at: ouce, without sub-
- dectibg.thém: torthie. necessity ‘of being: the medinm.of;"taising a
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diseushion and.dn ‘oxpressivhiof b gomtianioty of opidion onithe
pact of members; whioh is cslenlated to-do so mirich Harm inithis
period of our:ddunsry’s history. ~Biit, sitce! the!task 1has ibeen
thrown upon them, unwillingly theyundertalte iti -, 11
" .The condition of Lthis-unfortunata class of ‘our! people, wenned
from us, and taught by unscrupulous and designing schnol
'marms, that wé, his & people; are inimienl. to their 4utelleétnal
advancement, calls for some reflections on our part;  We recogs
nize it ag.a daty:we owe them and, ourselses; to gubvert this'in-
fluente, and prove'to-them that, though the ties of mastér and
slave have been severéd, the feelings of regnrd . engendered. by
those old ties still exist, abd that they are but the dupes of thei
pretended friends: = But, in doing this, we depreonté the other
extreme, which-looks to the obliteration of ‘the distinction which
has always existed; ‘and in teaching the ne:vothat he.is.an intel-
lectual béing. and/dapable of mental iimprovement, wg- equally
regard it as an incumbent duty to'teach him o appreciate ‘the
fact that he is far below us ju the scale'of being;land that by
reason of this'inequality, the laws for. the :two races canaot be
altnrgether co'mmo(}vawd'um'form.- R dee
Your committee are unable to suggest any system that will
afford a revenue which will-serve as'a basis:for.a plan.’ A per
capita tax on the fresdmen themselves, as suggested by the Con-
vention, seemed to be the only feasible idea on the subject; but
the itnpossibility of the collection of ‘such.a tax; ds was demon-
strated by the trial of the past year, nipped that project in the bud.
! Uutil ‘by habits :of thrift, industry‘and économy; when they
shall have accumulated property on which a tax can:be based,
wisdom dictates that we endeavor to overcome any.indisposition,
if it exists, on.the part of our people to act the part-of the Gooil
‘Bamaritan, and take the lead in.educating them ourselves, to the
exclusion of that mass of ¢orrupt' material:that, since: the termi-
nation of the war, has flooded the South, and by means of afili-
ation, -and-'in mady cases ‘miscegenation, with ithe freedmen,
obtuined  the whole' of - their hard earnings, and fillad théir minds
with- hatred and distrust of vs; their atural protectors and best
friends. Respectfully submitted.. = -« " o
oo oo IsraEL WorsHAM; Oneof Committee.:
Rules-suspended, report taken up and-adepted. . - - -



